The paper investigates associative connections between lexical units in a text. The analysis is based on journalistic and literary texts. The author proposes methodology of defining the associative background of a text. The first stage of the analysis focuses on a free association experiment and registers informants' response chains, with words defining the main subject of a text used as triggers. Such trigger words have qualitative and evaluative meaning in journalistic text and proper names and words with a qualitative evaluation in literary texts. These lexical units reveal their semantics in the whole text. The first stage of the experiment results in shaping and researching associative areas and associative structures of words defining the main subject of a text. The author establishes differences between associative connections of words in journalistic and literary texts. The second series of the experiment is based on the most frequent associations established during the first stage of the research. The informants were expected to respond to the trigger words with the first word that 'occurs' to them. The second series of the experiment results in defining associative background and associative image of a text. The former is a closed formation, while the latter may expand when obtaining responds from new informants. Experimental data show that associative background and associative image of a text reflect text's linguistic characteristics and define such categories as information value, integrity and modality. The methodology proposed by the author may also be used to reveal implicit meanings in a text. 
Introduction
The first stage of researching word associations was defined by analyzing independent words and word classes, while the next stage focused on researching the lexical systemacy and grammatical aspects of associations.
Problem Statement
Modern linguistics provides opportunities for using the association experiment as an instrument to research text as a complex linguistic entity. We propose to analyze journalistic and literary texts, which prove to be the most interesting texts in terms of associative relations between words, as well as identifying the associative background of a text. Based on our experimental data, the associative background of academic texts is much smaller than that of texts under consideration and their associative image may not be identified at all (Ivanova, 2016) .
The first text defines its subject via abstract nouns with a qualitative and evaluative meaning. The second text defines its subject via proper names and verbs with a qualitative evaluation. Such linguistic units do not reveal their meaning in just one sentence but serve to construct texts (Ivanova & Shibayeva, 2017) .
Research Questions
The main research objectives are: a. Definition of associative areas (AA) and associative structures (AS) of words defining the main subject of a text; b. Establishing the associative background and associative image of journalistic and literary texts
Purpose of the Study
The main goal of the paper is to analyze associative connections between lexical units in journalistic and literary texts.
Research Methods
The methodology of an association experiment was applied in order to identify the associative connections between words in a text. The first stage of the research consisted in conducting the experiment while registering all of the informants' responses to trigger words. The second stage of the research was defined by the free association experiment, which implied registering the first response (Ivanova, 2014) . http://dx.doi.org/10.15405/epsbs.2018.04.02.8 Corresponding Author: Olga Ivanova Selection and peer-review under It is interesting to note that the association dictionary, which establishes connections between words outside of a text, gives responses different to our data that identify association connection within a text. For example, the Russian Association Dictionary gives only two responses to the word happiness that correlate with our data -love and family. (Karaulov et al., 2002) The second stage of the text research used high-frequency responses to the words happiness and (Ivanova, 2016) 
Findings

Conclusion
The paper may be of importance for the linguistic theory of text and identifying such categories of a text as information value, integrity and modality (Valgina, 2004) . The proposed methodology can also be applied to practice -identifying associative connections in a text may be seen as a possible method of researching text implicitness (Ivanova, 2017) .
